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Oder impossible, it would become his front line, with the
Elbe in support.

In the end of October and the beginning of November he
was uncertain as to the fate of the ruins of the Prussian
army of Jena; Magdeburg still held out against Ney;
Bliicher and Weimar might yet escape to establish, with
their reorganised troops, a new army beyond the Vi^wla.
He had little information as to the situation and movements
of the advancing Eussians. He knew not whether he would
have to meet them on a battlefield not far east of the Oder or
whether they were still beyond the Eussian frontier, farther
to the east of the Vistula than he was to the west.

On the 5th November he writes fully to Davout, whom
he had promptly sent eastwards from Berlin. He directs the
marshal to advance on Driesen and Meseritz, beyond the
Oder, and to scour the country in advance with 2500
dragoons under Beaumont. On no account was his infantry
to pass Driesen and Meseritz without further orders. As far
as the Emperor's information at present went, it was im-
probable the Eussians could reach Warsaw for another
fortnight. On Davout's right, Jerome, with 24,000 men, was
attempting the capture of Glogau; if he succeeded he would
march on Custrin, which had pusillanimously capitulated
and was temporarily garrisoned by 2000 Baden troops. If
Weimar surrendered to Soult, Bernadotte, and Murat, they,
with Lannes from Stettin, would be available to support
Davout's advance. When Magdeburg should fall before Key,
he also would be in hand.*

All was still uncertain as regards the extent of the
advance. Two days later the clouds began to lift. Bliicher
and Weimar had surrendered on the 7th; Magdeburg was on
the point of capitulation, and actually fell next day. It
seemed that Bennigsen, with the first Eussian army, had not
more than 50,000 men, and that it was very improbable they
could all reach the Vistula before the 20th at the earliest.

* Napoleon to Davout, dated Berlin, 5th November, 1806 (Com 11,176).